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“Humane education explores how we might

live with compassion and respect for

everyone: not just our friends and neighbors,

but all people; not just our own dogs and

cats, but all animals; not just our own

homes, but also the earth itself, our ultimate

home.”
Zoe Weil

What is Humane Education?



Concentrations of Humane Education

⚫ Education

⚫ Animal Protection

⚫ Environmental Ethics

⚫ Human Rights/Social Justice



Best Qualities

⚫ Empathy

⚫ Kindness

⚫ Honesty and Trustworthiness

⚫ Curiosity

⚫ Courage

⚫ Generosity

⚫ Perseverance, Self-Discipline, Restraint

⚫ Humor and Playfulness

⚫ Wisdom

⚫ Integrity

⚫ Willingness to Choose and Change

Power and Promise of Humane Education by Zoe Weil



https://humaneeducation.org/blog/2016/essential-

elements-humane-education/

https://humaneeducation.org/blog/2016/essential-elements-humane-education/


Fostering Empathy

⚫ Model empathy for animals and embed this into 

your programming.

⚫ Help students learn to recognize and understand 

their own emotions.

⚫ Cultivate a sense of wonder, awe, and 

appreciation.

⚫ Help students take other perspectives.

⚫ Share stories.

⚫ Provide repeated opportunities for practice, 

reflection and compassionate action.



City Critters



City Critters

https://redrover.org/wp-

content/uploads/legacy/Readers/RedRover_Reader

s_guide_reading-to-build-empathy.pdf

https://redrover.org/wp-content/uploads/legacy/Readers/RedRover_Readers_guide_reading-to-build-empathy.pdf


Example Questions to Ask

⚫ How do you think the character feels? 

How do you know? Have you ever felt 

that way?

⚫ What does your face look like when you 

feel that way?

⚫ What do you think the character is 

thinking?

⚫ How do you think you would react if you 

were in that situation?

https://redrover.org

https://redrover.org/


City Critters





Humane Education Horticulture Program









Humane Education Horticulture Program



Humane Education Horticulture Program



Humane Education Horticulture Program



Humane Education Horticulture Program



Merlin Bird ID and eBird Apps









Mudpuppy Conservation Project



Mudpuppy Conservation Project





Animal Welfare Workshop



Meet Your Best Friend at the Zoo



Alternative Dissection



Resources

⚫ Academy for Prosocial Learning
https://www.prosocialacademy.org/workshop-offerings

⚫ Detroit Zoological Society
https://detroitzoo.org/

⚫ HEART
http://teachheart.org/humane-resource-guide/

https://www.prosocialacademy.org/workshop-offerings
https://detroitzoo.org/
http://teachheart.org/humane-resource-guide/


Resources

⚫ Humane Education Coalition
https://www.hecoalition.org/toolkit.html

⚫ Humane Summit (February 5 – 7, 2019)

https://www.hecoalition.org/summit.html

⚫ Institute for Humane Education
https://humaneeducation.org/resource-center/

⚫ RedRover
https://redrover.org

https://www.hecoalition.org/toolkit.html
https://www.hecoalition.org/summit.html
https://humaneeducation.org/resource-center/
https://redrover.org/


Thank You!

Lisa Forzley: 

lisaforzley@gmail.com

mailto:lisaforzley@gmail.com

