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Incorporating Empathy
Through
Exhibit Signs

Nicole Barnhart
Education, Conservation & Outreach Coordinator



Making ...
Connections | S

Through comparisons
(ex. measure up sign at tiger exhibit)

WEIGHT LIFESPAN 3 -4t

TAIL LENGTH TOP SPEED

Z 2

Similar terms & ideas
(ex. “working women” lion sign)

RooM To RoAM

Due to habitat loss and conflict with humans, African lion populations have
plummeted approximately 50% in the last few decades. in 201 S Wi

1\

LY Hp

Lion Exhibit

Tiger Exhibit



Cold Climale Geat

Unlike Amur tigers, humans need a little help staying warm in
the blustery cold. Te survive the cold climate of the north, Amur
tigers are equipped with thick fur around their neck and a layer
of fat around their belly.

What gear do you wear to stay warm?

Tiger Exhibit

Conauerinng The Cold

Amur tigers are the largest tiger subspecies with adaptations to help tolerate the cold climate

of their home range in the Russian Far East.

Buill-ln Siroaw Sheey

At tigers are equipped with large, padded paws that act as
snow shoes when navigating through deep, snovwy terrain.

Creating Dialogue

Signs designed for all ages

Lion Exhibit



Inspiring Action

“Be a” action phrases incorporated
at tiger (i.e. Be a leader... organize
a clean up)

Lion exhibit promotes actions
through career focused clipboards
(i.e. geologist, vet, etc.)

Doy | Augwr

PHOTO BY: AMANDA CONE
The future of the endangered Amur tiger is in all of our hands. Be a
conservation hero. You can save species with your everyday actions.
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Alaska SealLife Center
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Mermaid
Purse Mysteries

This strange looking pouch wasn't
dropped by & mermaid like the
name suggests. Inst

egg case of an Alaska skate.
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Females deposit egg cases containing \\a
a single embryo on the ocean flaor, 1
Embryonic development is much slower in y
eold northern waters and may ke s &
years for hatching to occur
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Scientists, ~
b at work...
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Compact Car
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Steller Sea

Lion Pup

35-50 by, |

e e

Refrigerator
250 - 300 [bs-

[Banana '
J 1-11/21bs.

R

r
Male 50109 Ibs.
Female 30 - 70 |y,




H\ﬂarme mammals
can hold their breath for
xtonded amounts of time.
Diving deep underwater
allows them to find food
and travel great
distances.
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The world record for a human
, holding their breath underwater is
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Pacific Herring

Gully thinks she has
housing available for
all's animals looking
for a new home.

Can you help her match
these 5 animals to their Jf
ideal property?
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Fostering Empathy Best Practices:
Did Application to Exhibit Design
Impact Visitors’?

/00 Boise connects our visitors with animals to

iINnspire and involve our community in the
conservation of wildlife world wide.

/00 Boise turns
the ACT of visiting the Zoo into a
AR I bl CONSERVATION ACTION.
ZOOBOISE




Fostering Empathy - Bridge Model

3. Informing
our Audience

5. Connecting to

1. Assuring Welfare Caring Action

2019

Behavior-Based Exhibit Design

‘ Interpretive Graphics
ol W =aes bret P
ZOOBOISE Interpretive Programs



-African Plains
(Before) E—
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Gorongosa Ntl. Park

SPECIAL FEATURES IN THIS HABITAT ENCOURAGE
ACTIVITY AND SOCIAL LIFE.

At Zoo Bolse, we give the baboons choices & variety.

The exnibits many surfaces, textures, rocks, soil and branches provide baboons
with options for where they spend their time.

We make food-finding fun.
The animal care team omy

taod to ancourage babo
seatter faeders or hidde

1o pry out food.

for them.

Baboons naturally hunt for bugs in the soil, 3nd tnis exhibit craates » piace
for them to engage in that activity. Working together as a troop £

food builds bonds between the monkeys.




Project Method

Audience Evaluation Method Results
Adults Onsite Survey In
Before/After process!
Exhibit Open
Entire 1.5 acre exhibit
Children Observation In
Before/After process!
Exhibit Open
Specific similar exhibits
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