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Children’s explanations for the emotions they ascribed to the animal guests

Emotion Sample quotes

Excited

Because he/her get to meet new people.

It’s the animal’s first time seeing me this year, after quite a while!

Because when we are quiet he plays around and looks at us.

Sad
Because it’s sad and nervous to see big giants.
I think that the animal feels sad because he/she does this a lot and it never stops and nervous 
because she does not know us.

Happy

Because he is in a new place and he probably likes new people.

Chloe realizes that I don't want to hurt her and she has decided I am safe to be around. She's also 
watching me!!

I think the animal feels (happy) because she seen us more than once.
She was in her playpen and she was running.

Nervous

It’s a little animal & we’re like giants to the chinchilla.

They are sensitive.

He’s never met us before & it might be scary for him.
Last year he was nervous and shaking a lot.

The animal will feel nervous because he has never been out of the zoo.

Nothing Because he has probably met kids and seen kids feeling the same way as we are.

Mixed emotions
(Feels) the good emotions because he has company! But he might be scared because he doesn’t 
know us.
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Feel bad for them

Care how they feel

Be nice to them

Understand how they feel

Feel the way they do

Treat with respect

Grade 3, Post: Animal Ambassador students were more likely than 
Animal Connections students to define empathy as feeling bad for 

someone, and less likely to see it as understanding how another feels.

AA post

AC post
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Grade 3 and 4, Post: Animal Connections students were more likely over time to 
describe empathy as understanding how another feels.

Response categories AC: 3rd

grade 
post

AC: 4th

grade 
post

Sample quotes

Be nice to them 36% 21%
It means like say if someone fall and someone help you up 

that's empathy.
It means be friendly to people you know and being nice.

Care how they feel 30% 30%
Empathy means to care about each other.
It means to feel them.

Feel the way they do 17% 16%
To be in peoples’ shoes.
Empathy means to feel the same emotion as someone else.

Understand how they feel 7% 31%
When you see the person's face …you know if they’re mad 

or not.
Look at her face and body for clues.

Feel bad for them 3% <1%
You feel sad for them.
It mean you feel bad for a person when something sad 

happen to her.

Treat with respect 4% 3%
It means be kind and nice and respectful to one another 

and even animals.

Other 5% 2% 1-2 students apiece gave other definitions
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Finding food/water

Predators

Finding shelter/home

People harming/destroying habitat

Traffic

Weather

Fighting with other animals

Hunters/poachers

Staying alive (no specifics)

I don't know

Other

Grade 3, Post: Students in both programs identified finding 
food/water and avoiding predators as primary threats their 

neighborhood animal would face. 

AA

AC
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Give them food/water

Protect from predators

Provide shelter/adopt

Protect from people

Don't disturb them

Take care of them (no specifics)

Call someone who can help

I don't know

Other

Grade 3, Post: Animal Connections students were more likely to 
list protecting animals from humans, leaving animals alone, and 

protecting them from predators as actions they could take to 
help animals in their neighborhood.

AA

AC
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Grade 4, Post: "Can kids your age help animals 
that live in the rainforest?"

AA AC
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10%

Give food, water

Make a shelter for them

Stop deforestation

Start a group to help them

Pick up trash

Support groups that help the rainforest

Use fewer resources/recycle

Protest

Educate people

Other

Those who answered “yes”: 
“What are some ways kids your age can help animals that live 

in the rainforest?”

AA AC
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