Faux Fecal Exam Activity



Learning Focus: Zoo careers and animal care

Objective:
1. Participants will leave understanding what a parasite is 
2. Participants will leave be able to identify one of the parasites and read the descriptions

Materials
· Create faux poop 
Fake Poop Ingredients:
· 1 cup flour
· 1 cup coffee grounds
· ½ cup sand
· ¼ cup water- approximate
· Fake parasites
Parasites are added separately:
· Blue Popcorn = hookworm
· Black Pepper Corns = ascarids
· Basmati Rice = tapeworm

· Fecal exam report worksheet
· Parasite worksheet 
· Printed instructions – includes definition of a parasite
· 3-4 Tweezers
· 3-4 trays to organize fake parasites
· 3-4 dishes for fecal sample
· Extra water or spray bottle to moisten fake feces
· spoon

Tabling set up
Each faux fecal station will need
· Lump of faux feces in one of the dishes
· tweezers
· Parasite ID packet 
· Tray for fake parasites

Activity Directions:
1. 
2. Have them select a bear to help from the pictures
3. Explain that our animal care team examines fecal samples on a regular basis 
a. This is a noninvasive way to check on their health and wellbeing because the animal is going to poop regardless if we collect it or not
b. Ask: what can we learn from a fecal sample?
i. Diet, nutrition, if the animal is sick 
4. We check for parasites among other things in the feces 
5. Have the child define parasite for you (can use the instruction sheet for the definition) and provide an example like a tick 
6. Give the children time to find parasites in their poop using their tweezers. Have them put the parasites onto the tray so they can see them better.
7. Once they have several pulled, have them match their parasite to one of the pictures on the front page of the parasite ID packet then look for that picture in the packet
8. Have the students read the paragraph describing the parasite and symptoms

Discussion Questions:
1. Why do a fecal exam? (answered above)
2. Where do you think the parasites come from? (we share space with wild animals) 

Additional background Info: One of the many important test’s veterinarians do to make sure animals are healthy is a fecal test. A fecal test requires the examination of the animal’s feces to make sure there is no blood or parasites in it. What is a parasite? An animal that lives off of its host and normally harms the host in some way. 

Each of you will be performing a fecal examination on some bear poop. Everyone has a fecal sample at their spot and a parasite investigation form. The first thing I want you to do is put your name on your fecal examination form. Next, in order to protect ourselves from possible contamination, we are going to need to wear some goggles. You will need to use your probe to dissect the feces and remove anything that doesn’t belong there. Sometimes, you may find a fully-grown parasite, like roundworms/pinworms (show parasite in jar); other times you will find the eggs of a parasite. 

Look at the parasite packet if you need ideas on what you are looking for. If you find something of interest in the feces, carefully place it on the Petri dish lid. Using your investigation form, you must correctly identify what parasites (if any) your bear has. After that you will have to do some research on these parasites using the packets at the table. We will help you conduct your research. Once you have filled out your sheet, see if anyone has found parasites different from what you found. 



