This survey was distributed to Lake Superior Zoo stakeholders via SurveyMonkey in fall 2022 to gather feedback about the play space and trail projects.

Thanks to funding from Woodland Park Zoo, Lake Superior Zoo will be creating new spaces, trails, and signage on zoo grounds in 2023 that will enhance guest opportunities to connect with animals and nature. We would like your input in helping us make decisions about these exciting projects. Thank you for taking this survey!
1. Please choose which word below describes you best.
a. Zoo employee
b. Zoo teacher
c. Zoo member
d. Zoo board member
e. None of the above. Other:
2. In the year 2022, how often did you visit the zoo with children ages 3-12?
a. 1-3 times
b. 4-10 times
c. More than 10 times
d. I am a zoo teacher
e. I haven’t visited the zoo with children this year
f. I haven’t visited the zoo at all this year
3. In a typical year, how often do you hike on trails in the Duluth area?
a. Never
b. 1-5 times a year
c. 5-10 times a year
d. More than 10 times a year
The following two questions are about restoring the nature trail that goes over Kingsbury Creek, between the Australia building and what used to be the white-tailed deer yard. 
4. This trail has been closed since late 2019. When visiting the zoo prior to 2019, did you ever use this trail?
a. Yes
b. No
c. I don’t recall
5. What is most important to you about the restoration of this trail? Please rank 1 to 5 with 1 being most important and 5 being least important.
a. Ability to view the waterfall
b. The possibility of viewing wildlife (e.g. wild birds, insects)
c. Learning about the plants that grow in our area
d. Allowing children to hike and play in a safe space
e. A trail that’s accessible to all visitors, including those using strollers and wheelchairs
f. Other:
6. The following question is about construction of a pavilion at the base of the nature trail, in the area that zoo staff refer to as “the meadows.” Taking into consideration that there is no electricity or running water on this side of the zoo, what would you like to see included in this pavilion? Please rank 1 to 5 with 1 being most important and 5 being least important.
a. Picnic tables
b. Tables and chairs for educational programs and event rentals
c. Composting toilets
d. Signs about the history of the zoo
e. Other:
The zoo will also be creating new play spaces designed for children to make connections with animals by engaging in playful experiences. Digital signage will help foster these connections. The following questions are about these new play spaces.
7. What areas of the zoo do you think could most benefit from the addition of play spaces? Please rank 1 to 5 with 1 being your first choice and 5 being your last choice.
a. Current playground area (note: Some playground equipment has recently been removed to make room for the new red panda exhibit)
b. Lower Australia yard
c. Area near otters/silver fox
d. Area near train depot
e. Along nature trail between Australia and the old deer yard
f. Hill below Animal Care Center
g. Other:
8. What themes do you think would be best for the play spaces? Please rank 1 to 5 with 1 being your first choice and 5 being your last choice.
a. Red pandas/Bamboo forest
b. Kangaroos/Australian Outback
c. Otters/River
d. Monkeys/Rainforest
e. Northwoods Nature (forests, rivers)
f. Native Flowers/Pollinators
g. Other:
9. Below is a list of benefits to developing these play spaces. Which benefits are most important to you? Please rank 1 to 5 with 1 being most important and 5 being least important.
These play opportunities will…
a. Help children identify ways they are similar to animals.
b. Help children understand the well-being of animals cared for by the zoo.
c. Build a foundation for children to value and protect nature/animals as adults.
d. Result in a better experience for children attending the zoo.
e. Increase visitor stay time and repeat visits.
f. Other: 

10. What concerns do you have, if any, with developing these play spaces? Check all that apply.
a. Children may get injured
b. Materials will break and need to be replaced
c. Digital signage will break
d. Other:
e. I don’t have any concerns
11. What are your ideas for how to mitigate these concerns?

12. Optional: If you would be willing to take another survey about our play spaces and signage after they have been created, please provide your email address:
