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Engage stakeholders and staff to

inform design of play space and

interactive educational content for

signage.

Where should the play space be

located?

What should the theme be?

How can a play space promote

empathy for animals?

Perspective taking

Emotional sharing

Feelings identification



DEC ID ING
FACTORS

Survey Results
Playground Safety
Exhibit Fundraising
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Partner with contractors who align

with our values to build play spaces.

Considerations
Timeline

Safety/insurance

Maintenance

Staff oversight

Budget

Parallel Play



How can our play space
promote empathy for red
pandas?

Perspective taking

What do these animals do?

How do they behave? Why?

What special adaptations

do they have?

How does this compare to

how children play?









How can our play space
promote empathy for red
pandas?

Feelings identification and
emotional sharing

How is this animal feeling? 

Why do you think it feels that

way? 

Do you ever feel like that?







O B J E C T I V E  3

Implement the play spaces with guests and students, and 

collect observational evaluation data on the effectiveness of the

spaces for fostering empathy.

OBSERVATIONS OF GUESTS
Adults reading signs and helping children engage in play and

identify Zoozee’s feelings.

Fewer observations of children saying how they are feeling.

“Her swing looks like the one you have at home!”

“The red panda is playing!”

“Look at the play area - it has the same toys as in here!”

“I wish I could take a nap every two to three hours!”



“Many days in the fall we
would eat in the

sunshine at Zoozee's,
which provided a great

place to enjoy our snack,
and then the children
that were done could

transition into play.”

BENEFITS TO
PRESCHOOL STUDENTS



“The playground
provides challenges that
children can grow their
skills and confidence to
prepare for adventures
in the forest.”





CHALLENGES
Staff turnover
Budget limitations
Guest expectations
Wheel complications
Time to observe/evaluate



2024 PLANS
Second Red Panda

Evaluation Project

Playscape Project
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swilcox@lszoo.org


