Observation Sheet						
Program: _______________________ 	Teacher/School: _______________________ 	Date: ________
Observer: ______________________	Presenter: _____________________	Grades: ____________
Circle One: 	Snake 	     Tortoise 	Hedgehog 	Animal’s Name: __________________________
Circle One:	Onsite	     Offsite	Number of children: ________	      Number of adults: ________
	Prompt
Given
	Observations
	X
	Notes/Supporting Evidence

	1) Understands behavior of animal

	
	a) Interprets animal’s behavior correctly (what is s/he doing?)
	
	

	
	b) Physically mimics animal
	
	

	
	c) Demonstrates appreciation for animal’s ecological role/behavior
	
	

	
	d) Compares or contrasts self to animal in terms of behavior
	
	

	
	e) Self-regulates behavior in response to 
the animal’s cues (if animal goes back into carrier, children quiet down)
	
	

	2) Understands needs of animal

	
	a) Expresses ways to help animal feel comfortable (prior to meeting it or during)
	
	

	
	b) Touches animal with gentle two finger touch
	
	

	
	c) Talks about animal’s basic needs (food, water, shelter)
	
	

	
	d) Predicts or talks about animal’s choice or want (movement, food, enrichment, safety)
	
	

	
	e) Wants to take action in a way that helps the animal or others like it
	
	


Notes:



Presenter Prompts
1a.) What is the snake doing with its tongue? Why would the hedgehog put its spines up? What does the tortoise use its claws for?
1b.) If you were a tortoise and you were scared, what would you do? Can you show me?
Pretend you are a hedgehog and you are scared. Flex your muscles to make your spines stand up.
Can you smell with your tongue? Give it a try?
1c.) Raise your hand if you think it’s good that snakes eat mice?
What would happen if there weren’t enough hedgehogs to eat bugs?
What other animals might live in a tortoise burrow?
When a tortoise eats fruits, what happens to the seeds in the fruits?
1d.) Who likes to eat bananas? Would you like to eat a bug salad? Can you imagine only eating one day a week? Doesn’t it feel good to go into a cool place on a hot day? Have you ever felt like hiding under a blanket when you get scared?
1e.) I’m noticing that the animal might be feeling nervous. What can we do to help it feel more comfortable?

2a.) What can we do to make this animal feel safe?
2b.) Pretend your arm is the animal. Show me how you will gently touch it with two fingers. (2nd grade and younger)
2c.) What are some things that all animals need to survive?
2d.) Where do you think the snake/tortoise will go first when I put it down? Who thinks the hedgehog will find the bugs we hid?
2e.) If you see a turtle crossing the road, what can you do?
Raise your hand if you would tell one person how important snakes are? 
When we help the environment, it helps animals have safe places to live. What are some things we can do to help the environment?
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