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ACE For Wildlife: 
Empathy Book List

The Advancing Conservation through Empathy (ACE) for Wildlife Network’s vision

is “a conservation-minded society motivated by empathy towards all life.”

Through achieving our mission of “creating and sharing effective practices to

foster empathy for animals and people,” Network Partners can: foster empathy,

promote conservation missions, and motivate visitors to take conservation action.

In this list, you will find a variety of books that touch on empathy for wildlife and

nature. While some books may touch on the topic of empathy for wildlife, nature,

and/or people specifically, many of these are on the list because they can

stimulate productive thoughts around empathy.

DOCUMENT PURPOSE



ACE For Wildlife: 
Empathy Book List

BOOK LIST FOR ADULTS

Some We Love, Some We Hate, Some We Eat
 by Hal Herzog

Are we Smart Enough to Know how Smart
Animals Are? by Frans de Waal

The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery

Culturally Responsive Teaching and the
Brain: Promoting Authentic Engagement

and Rigor Among Culturally and
Linguistically Diverse Students by Zaretta

Hammond

Mama’s Last Hug: Animal Emotions and
What They Tell Us About Ourselves by Frans
de Waal



ACE For Wildlife: 
Empathy Book List

Zoobiquity: The Astonishing Connection
between Human and Animal Health by
Barbara Natterson-Horowitz M.D. and Kathryn
Bowers

An Immense World by Ed Yong

The Soul of an Octopus by Sy Montgomery

Against Empathy: A Case for Rational
Compassion by Paul Bloom

The Nature of the Beast: How Emotions
Guide Us by David J. Anderson

BOOK LIST FOR ADULTS



ACE For Wildlife: 
Empathy Book List

Catastrophe by the Sea by Brenda
Peterson, art by Ed Young

They All Saw a Cat by Brendan Wenzel

Love the Orangutan by Stefan Casta & Anna
Viktorsson

I Hear You, Forest by Kallie George and
Carmon Mok

Emma & the Whale by Julia Case and Lee
White

BOOK LIST FOR CHILDREN

Superpod: Saving the Endangered Orcas of
the Pacific Northwest by Nora Nickum


